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Environmental Protection Agency § 230.3

Subpart A—General
§ 230.1 Purpose and policy.

(a) The purpose of these Guidelines is
to restore and maintain the chemical,
physical, and biological integrity of
waters of the United States through
the control of discharges of dredged or
fill material.

(b) Congress has expressed a number
of policies in the Clean Water Act.
These Guidelines are intended to be
consistent with and to implement
those policies.

(c) Fundamental to these Guidelines
is the precept that dredged or fill mate-
rial should not be discharged into the
aquatic ecosystem, unless it can be
demonstrated that such a discharge
will not have an unacceptable adverse
impact either individually or in com-
bination with known and/or probable
impacts of other activities affecting
the ecosystems of concern.

(d) From a national perspective, the
degradation or destruction of special
aquatic sites, such as filling operations
in wetlands, is considered to be among
the most severe environmental impacts
covered by these Guidelines. The guid-
ing principle should be that degrada-
tion or destruction of special sites may
represent an irreversible loss of valu-
able aquatic resources.

§ 230.2 Applicability.
(a) These Guidelines have been devel-

oped by the Administrator of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency in con-
junction with the Secretary of the
Army acting through the Chief of Engi-
neers under section 404(b)(1) of the
Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344). The
Guidelines are applicable to the speci-
fication of disposal sites for discharges
of dredged or fill material into waters
of the United States. Sites may be
specified through:

(1) The regulatory program of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers under
sections 404(a) and (e) of the Act (see 33
CFR Parts 320, 323 and 325);

(2) The civil works program of the
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (see 33
CFR 209.145 and section 150 of Pub. L.
94–587, Water Resources Development
Act of 1976);

(3) Permit programs of States ap-
proved by the Administrator of the En-

vironmental Protection Agency in
accordance with section 404(g) and (h)
of the Act (see 40 CFR parts 122, 123 and
124);

(4) Statewide dredged or fill material
regulatory programs with best manage-
ment practices approved under section
208(b)(4)(B) and (C) of the Act (see 40
CFR 35.1560);

(5) Federal construction projects
which meet criteria specified in section
404(r) of the Act.

(b) These Guidelines will be applied
in the review of proposed discharges of
dredged or fill material into navigable
waters which lie inside the baseline
from which the territorial sea is meas-
ured, and the discharge of fill material
into the territorial sea, pursuant to the
procedures referred to in paragraphs
(a)(1) and (2) of this section. The dis-
charge of dredged material into the
territorial sea is governed by the Ma-
rine Protection, Research, and Sanc-
tuaries Act of 1972, Pub. L. 92–532, and
regulations and criteria issued pursu-
ant thereto (40 CFR parts 220 through
228).

(c) Guidance on interpreting and im-
plementing these Guidelines may be
prepared jointly by EPA and the Corps
at the national or regional level from
time to time. No modifications to the
basic application, meaning, or intent of
these Guidelines will be made without
rulemaking by the Administrator
under the Administrative Procedure
Act (5 U.S.C. 551 et seq.).

§ 230.3 Definitions.
For purposes of this part, the fol-

lowing terms shall have the meanings
indicated:

(a) The term Act means the Clean
Water Act (also known as the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act or
FWPCA) Pub. L. 92–500, as amended by
Pub. L. 95–217, 33 U.S.C. 1251, et seq.

(b) The term adjacent means bor-
dering, contiguous, or neighboring.
Wetlands separated from other waters
of the United States by man-made
dikes or barriers, natural river berms,
beach dunes, and the like are ‘‘adjacent
wetlands.’’

(c) The terms aquatic environment and
aquatic ecosystem mean waters of the
United States, including wetlands, that
serve as habitat for interrelated and
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